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ENVIRONMENT AND COMMUNITIES SCRUTINY 
COMMITTEE

MINUTES of the meeting of the Environment and Communities Scrutiny Committee 
held on Wednesday 14 June 2017 commencing at 10.00 am at the Cabinet Suite - 
Shire Hall, Gloucester.

PRESENT
MEMBERSHIP:

Cllr Robert Bird 
(Chairman)
Cllr Dr John Cordwell
Cllr Kevin Cromwell
Cllr Jeremy Hilton
Cllr Patrick Molyneux

Cllr Sajid Patel
Cllr Keith Rippington
Cllr Eva Ward
Cllr Stephen Hirst

Substitutes:

Apologies:

9. WELCOME 

The Chairman of the Committee, Cllr Rob Bird, welcomed everyone to the meeting.

The Chairman reminded the Committee about the Members Awareness and 
Engagement event organised by Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service, which 
was taking place following the Committee meeting at Gloucester South Community 
Fire Station and SkillZone.

10. APOLOGIES 

There were no apologies at the meeting. 

11. MINUTES 

The minutes of the meeting held on 8 March 2017 were confirmed and signed as an 
accurate record of that meeting.

12. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of interest were made.

13. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRPERSON 

The Committee considered whether it wished to elect a Vice Chairperson. Members 
discussed the options and agreed not to elect a Vice Chairperson at this time. 
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14. INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

The Committee received a series of presentations from lead commissioners and the 
Deputy Chief Fire Officer introducing members to the service areas within the remit 
of the Committee. 

Simon Excell, Lead Commissioner: Strategic Infrastructure, provided members with 
an overview on strategic infrastructure, including future growth, flood alleviation, 
and minerals, waste and planning development management. Scott Tompkins, 
Lead Commissioner: Highway Authority, presented the Highway Authority’s 
Business Plan 2017/18 to the Committee and provided members with information 
on the top issues in highways for the upcoming year. In particular, the £150million 
investment in highways over the next five years was highlighted to members. An 
overview of energy and climate change, the Integrated Transport Unit, and libraries 
was provided to the Committee by Philip Williams, Lead Commissioner: Community 
Infrastructure. 

Members also received a presentation from the Deputy Chief Fire Officer, Andy 
Hermiston, covering the aims, values and responsibilities of Gloucestershire Fire 
and Rescue Service (GFRS).

Members took the opportunity to ask the officers questions on a range of issues 
relating to the service areas addressed within the presentations.

In response to a query, Scott Tompkins explained that a cross party Cabinet 
advisory group would be established to look at the procurement options for the new 
highways contract. The Committee noted that the procurement timeline for the new 
contract was set out in a report which went to Cabinet on 19 June 2017.

In response to another query, it was explained that Gloucestershire County Council 
commented on the emerging local plans of adjoining local authorities. In response 
to a query relating to the potential abolition of tolls on the Severn Bridge, it was 
explained that the effects of this on Gloucestershire could be considered. 
 
Several members asked questions about the work of GFRS. Andy Hermiston 
advised members that GFRS worked to promote water safety through a number of 
schemes and highlighted the success of the home safety checks. Members noted 
how the most vulnerable within the County were identified, and that firefighters were 
trained to deal with mental health issues. One member expressed his appreciation 
of the response by GFRS to medical emergencies within his division.  

Members also discussed the Fastershire Broadband programme, the impact of a 
shortage of skills on the development of growth within the County, and air quality 
concerns within several members’ divisions. 

15. COMMISSIONING DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
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Simon Excell updated the Committee on current issues, on behalf of Nigel Riglar, 
Commissioning Director: Communities and Infrastructure. In particular, members 
noted that:

a) In an update on the Cinderford Spine Road, access to the Gloucestershire 
College site was being provided via a temporary Haul Road, until access 
could be provided by a permanent road in August 2017;

b) the A40 Elmbridge Court Roundabout Improvement scheme was on target 
for completion in September 2017;

c) GCC officers intended to attend future Joint Core Strategy Examination 
sessions, which were likely to take place in July 2017;

d) the report by the Head of Waste Services seeking approval for a variation to 
the contract with Cory Environmental would be submitted later in the year to 
the Joint Waste Committee and Cabinet;

e) a cross party Cabinet Panel would be established in the next few months to 
consider those aspects of the Local Minerals Plan that relate to ‘Fracking’, as 
resolved at Full Council on 6 December 2016; and that

f) the Cotswold Water Park (Keynes) had re-opened in time for the summer 
season.

In response to a query, members were informed that Highways England was in the 
process of reducing the number of initial scheme options for the A417 Missing Link 
to a manageable number, and that they would be going out for public consultation 
later this year.

There was a discussion regarding the deadline for Highways Local spend requests. 
Members were advised that, in order to allow time for works to be commissioned, 
returning members were asked to determine their requests with their Local 
Highways Managers by the end of June 2017 and, for newly elected members, by 
July 2017.

Clarification was also sought regarding the TRO information located on the Council 
website and on the reasons behind the fall in renewable energy generation 
compared with previous years, as detailed in the Quarter 3 2016/17 Performance 
Report.

16. CHIEF FIRE OFFICER REPORT 

Andy Hermiston, Deputy Chief Fire Officer, presented the report on behalf of 
Stewart Edgar, Chief Fire Officer, detailing information on the portfolio of services 
provided by the GFRS.

Members were updated on the current situation of the fire at Grenfell Tower in 
London, which was ongoing at the time of the Committee meeting. Members were 
reassured that GFRS had the appropriate equipment to sufficiently cover the risk of 
any similar incident happening within the County.  

Members were informed that GCC and the Police and Crime Commissioner had 
engaged with independent consultants to understand the full implications of the 
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proposals resulting from the Policing and Crime Act 2017, and that GCC was in 
receipt of their commissioned report.

Members noted that, following the tragic events at Manchester Arena on 22 May 
2017, the threat level for terrorism in the UK had been raised to critical. This had 
since been reduced to severe.

It was highlighted to members that work had commenced on the development of 
the Integrated Risk Management Plan 2018-21. This would be reviewed again in 
due course, in light of any changes to the Fire and Rescue National Framework.

The Committee was also informed that Cirencester library was piloting late opening 
times, and that if successful, late opening hours could be rolled out at other 
libraries. 

17. WORK PLAN 

Members requested that reports updating the Committee on the Air Quality 
Monitoring Schools Project and detailing the issues relating to the Policing and 
Crime Act 2017: Emergency Services Collaboration, be provided at the meeting on 
12 July 2017. 

The Committee also requested an update on Motion 772: Highways Customer 
Satisfaction Survey at the meeting on 20 September 2017, and a briefing on the 
Minerals Local Plan on 22 November 2017.

Members suggested several items that could be considered at future meetings, 
which included Fastershire Broadband, Air Quality, the A417 Missing Link, and 
Infrastructure South.  

18. FUTURE MEETINGS 

The Committee noted the meeting dates for the remainder of 2017 and for 2018. 

CHAIRPERSON

Meeting concluded at 1.00 pm
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